
Oh, what a year 2020 was! At the beginning of the year, we were excited to start off strong in the 
world of pediatric cancer with high hopes of making big strides. However, as the world came to a 
halt in March, and the reality set in that we could not be face to face with the families we serve, we 
quickly had to pivot our programs to continue our support. Despite the challenges we all faced, it 
proved to be a successful year and we are proud of the accomplishments we achieved in 2020. 
We know all too well that there is still A LOT to be done and we are excited to continue growing 
our programs in 2021 to continue bringing joy to these children and their families.

Wish Granting Program - provides a $1000 wish to any child battling cancer and granted 135 wishes in 
2020. The most popular wish items in 2020 included laptops, gaming systems, gift cards, playsets and 
cell phones.

Awareness Program - our commitment to the families we serve to bring aware-
ness to the gold ribbon, which represents pediatric cancer. Due to the suspension 
of high school athletics, we were not able to host any gold out games. However, 
we continued to see support from businesses, municipalities and organizations 
during Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month by displaying ribbons, hosting fund-
raisers and wearing gold attire. Additionally, we expanded our awareness by 
wrapping 3 local gas pumps in gold to support pediatric cancer. 

Cal’s Angels Drug Discovery Program - A partnership developed with Lurie Children’s Hospital in 2019 
when we committed $1 million dollars for the purchase of a drug discovery robot to help screen drugs 
with the goal of developing protocols that are more productive, yet less toxic to children. Additionally, we 
funded a drug library with over 100,000 drugs to help develop the most promising therapies into future 
clinical trials for children.

12 Days of Christmas Program - a physician referred program that provided 
holiday gifts and meals for 48 families, totaling 140 kids! Unfortunately, this is a 
20% increase from 2019. However, we have comfort in knowing that we helped 
relieve the burden of the holidays for these families, allowing them to focus on 
their children.

12 Oaks Sibling Assistance Program - which provides funding for extracurricular 
activities for a child receiving treatment and/or their siblings, saw a significant 
decline due to the majority of activities being cancelled. We are looking forward to 
2021 and helping to get the children active again!

Fantasy Flight Program - which is in partnership with United Airlines, normally takes children to the 
“North Pole” where they enter Santa’s Workshop. Due to the COVID restrictions, we were not able to 
board a plane. However, we were able to continue the magic with Santa making personal deliveries to 35 
excited families.
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Cal’s Comfort Kits - given to families upon diagnosis, provides all the essentials to make their hospital 
stays more comfortable. We proudly delivered approximately 200 of these bags to our partnering 
Chicagoland Hospitals.

Hospital Parties and Dinners - provides a day of fun at Lurie Children’s Hospital with pizza, toys and 
crafts. Although this program significantly declined in 2020 due to COVID, we gladly provided meals to 
the front-line workers. We are eagerly awaiting when we can be with our patients face to face again.

Shane’s Anglers - implemented in 2020 in memory of Shane Callaghan.
This program is in partnership with Max McGraw Wildlife Foundation and takes 
families fighting pediatric cancer on a tour guided fishing trip. There were many 
smiles created with this program, allowing for 13 families and 23 children to 
participate in its inaugural year.

Cal’s Cares Program - designed to help bring a variety of support to all of the families we have served, 
grew tremendously in 2020. This program allowed us to stay in touch while following the restriction 
mandates. During the year we provided:
• 151 Covid Activity Boxes • 201 Mother’s Day Packages
• 135 Father’s Day Gifts • 70 Custom Family Photo Puzzles
• 3 Lifesize Family Cutouts to Inpatient Children • 180 Back to School Packages
• 42 Families to Fun on The Farm • 22 Drive By Parades
• 35 Moms for Gingerbread House Decorating • 55 COVID Door Signs
• 180 Warm and Cozy Holiday Packages

Holden’s Warrior Wheels – It is an honor that Cal’s Angels has joined efforts 
with Holden’s Warrior Wheels to provide children between the ages of 0-4 who 
are receiving treatment for pediatric cancer at any Chicagoland hospital. 
Holden was just 13 months old when he was diagnosed with a rare form of brain 
cancer called AT/RT. He was unable to walk during his treatments and his family 
relied on this special blue wagon to pass the time. Loop after loop, that wagon 
gave Holden some of the joy that cancer tried to take away from him and now 
we want to be able to give wagons to other pediatric cancer patients.

As you can see, we have a lot of programs in place to help bring joy to children fighting cancer, but it 
doesn’t seem to be enough! It has always been a priority to all of us at Cal’s Angels to support the 
child AND their siblings so the entire family can maintain normalcy in a world that has been turned 
upside down. Our commitment is to continue improving and advancing our current programs, 
reaching more families, and ultimately helping to find a cure for pediatric cancer. As the world 
has faced the COVID pandemic, we have quickly realized the need to help these families is much greater 
than we thought. Without the support of our amazing volunteers, donors and sponsors none of this 
would be possible.
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